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1. POLITICAL RELATIONS

1.1 Historical Background

(1) India and Morocco have interacted in historical terms going back to the 14™
century when the famous traveler and writer from Tangier, Ibn Batuta travelled to
India. His writings on medieval Indian society are as much an important source of
historical information about India to the Indians as to the Moroccans. In modern
history, India was active in the UN supporting the Moroccan freedom movement and
recognized Morocco on 20 June 1956 when it became independent of the protectorate
arrangements with France and diplomatic Missions were established in 1957. Since
the establishment of relations, India and Morocco have enjoyed cordial and friendly
ties.

(i)  After the meeting of HM King Mohammed VI with Hon’ble Prime Minister of
India on 30 October 2015, on the sidelines of the third India-Africa Forum Summit
(IAFS-III) in New Delhi, India-Morocco bilateral relations have intensified and that
can be seen in 19 Ministerial visits between two countries since October 2015 in the
areas such as education, space, information technology, cyber security,
pharmaceuticals, etc and 32 MoUs/Agreements have been signed, which is more than
half of the MoUs/Agreements signed since establishment of the diplomatic relations in
1957. As per provisional trade figures of Statistics Bulletin of Office des Changes,
Government of Morocco, for the period January-October 2018, bilateral trade stood at
approx US$ 1.5 Billion (1,497.3 million), which is the highest in the history.

1.2 High level bilateral visits

1.2.1 From Indian Side

(i) Dr. Zakir Hussain, Vice President visited Morocco in 1967. Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, Prime Minister visited Rabat in 1999, the first Indian Prime Minister to

visit Morocco, thus paving the way for developing closer and intense relations with
the political leadership of Morocco.



(ii) ~ Salman Khurshid, External Affairs Minister accompanied by an official
delegation paid an official visit to Morocco from 30 January to 1 February 2014.

(iii) Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Balyan, Minister of State for Agriculture visited Morocco,
from 5-8 July 2015, as Special Envoy of the Prime Minister to deliver the invitations
for IAFS-III, held in New Delhi from 26-30 October 2015.

(iv)  Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, Minister for Communications & Information
Technology visited Marrakech with a high-level official delegation to attend the III
ICANN High Level Meeting and ICANN 55 from 5-9 March 2016.

(v) On the invitation of Abdelilah Benkirane, the then Head of Government, Shri.
Mohammad Hamid Ansari, Vice President of India, visited Morocco from 30 May to
02 June 2016.

(vi)  Anil Madhav Dave, Minister of State for Environment, Forests and Climate
Change visited Morocco to participated in the COP-22 held from 07-08 November
2016.

(vii) Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Commerce and
Industry visited Morocco for the V India Morocco Joint Commission Meeting held in
Rabat on 25 and 26 May 2017.

(viii) Suresh Prabhu, Minister of Commerce and Industry visited Morocco to
participate in the Informal WTO Ministerial Gathering held at Marrakech on 9-10
October 2017.

(ix) P. P. Chaudhary, Minister of State (Law and Justice and Corporate Affairs),
Government of India visited Morocco from 01-05 April 2018 for the I International
Justice Conference in Marrakech.

1.2.2 From Moroccan Side

(1) King Mohammed VI, when he was Crown Prince, visited India for the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) Summit in 1983.

(i) ~ Abderrehman Youssoufi, Prime Minister visited India in February 2000 and
King Mohammed VI, in February 2001. King Mohammed VI also paid private visits to
India in October 2003 in December 2005 and in January 2018. Driss Jettou, Prime
Minister led a large delegation of seven Cabinet Ministers, several senior officials and
media persons to India from 6-9 December, 2004.



(iii) King Mohammed VI participated in the III India-Africa Forum Summit in
October 2015. He had a bilateral meeting with PM Narendra Modi on the sidelines of
the Summit.

(iv)  Dr. Abdelkader Amara, Minister of Energy, Mining, Water & Environment
attended the IV India-Africa Hydrocarbon Conference in New Delhi from 20-21
January 2016.

(v)  Mohamed Najib Boulif, Minister Delegate incharge of Transport accompanied
by a high-level delegation visited India to attend Maritime India Summit 2016 from
14-16 April 2016, in Mumbai.

(vi)  Noureddine Boutayeb, Minister delegate to Ministry of Interior led a delegation
to India from 29 October to 06 November 2017 to study the Indian experience of
Aadhar, Crime, Criminal Tracking Network & System (CCTNS), DBT, Gas Subsidy,
Digitised Banking and the AADHAR programme.

(vii) Dr. Abdelkader Amara, Minister of Equipment, Transport, Logistics and Water
led an official delegation to India from 15-21 December 2017.

(viii) Dr Jamila El Mossalli, Secretary of State to Minister for Tourism, Air
Transport, Handicraft and Social Economy, in-charge of Handicrafts and Social
Economy led a high-level delegation comprising of 04 senior dignitaries, 02 officials,
05 artisans, 10 technical staff, 05 Gnawa artists and 07 members of India Morocco
Friendship Association for their first ever participation in the 32™ Surajkund
International Crafts Mela (02-18 February 2018).

(ix) Rakiya Eddarhem, Secretary of State in charge of Foreign Trade, Ministry of
Industry, Investment, Trade and Digital Economy participated in the CII Partnership
Summit 2018 in Vishakhapatnam from 24-26 February 2018.

(x)  Aziz Rabbah, Minister of Energy, Mines and Sustainable Development led a
high level official delegation to India to attend the XVI International Energy Forum
held in New Delhi from 10-12 April 2018.

(xi) Mohammed Sajid, Minister of Tourism, Air Transport, Handicrafts and Social
Economy visited India from 16-19 September 2018.

(xii) Abdeltif Loudyi, Minister Delegate to the Head of Government in charge of the
National Defence Administration led a five-member delegation to India from 24-26
September 2018.



(xiii) Mohamed Auajjar, Minister of Justice of Morocco led a 5-member delegation to
India from 11-18 November 2018.

(xiv) Prof. Anass Doukkali, Minister of Health visited India from 10-13 December
2018 to attend the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & Child Health (PMNCH)
Partners” Forum 2018 held in New Delhi on 12-13 December 2018.

(xv) Rakiya Eddarhem, Secretary of State in charge of Foreign Trade, Ministry of
Industry, Investment, Trade and Digital Economy led the 40-member Moroccan
delegation for the 9™ edition of Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit in Gandhinagar from
14-20 January 2019 accompanied by Khalid Samadi, Secretary of State, incharge of
Higher Education and Scientific Cooperation, Ministry of National Education,
Vocational Training, Higher Education and Scientific Research of Morocco.

(xvi) Khalid Samadi, Secretary of State, incharge of Higher Education and Scientific
Cooperation, Ministry of National Education, Vocational Training, Higher Education
and Scientific Research of Morocco visited New Delhi from 21-22 January 2019.

1.3 High level bilateral meetings

(1) HM King Mohammed VI met Hon’ble Prime Minister of India on 30 October
2015, on the sidelines of the third India-Africa Forum Summit (AFS-III) in New
Delhi.

(ii)  Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Commerce and
Industry, Government of India visited Morocco for the V India Morocco Joint
Commission Meeting held in Rabat on 25 and 26 May 2017. She called on Dr. Saad
Eddine El Othmani, Head of Government of the Kingdom of Morocco and had
bilateral discussions with Abdelkader Amara, Minister of Equipment, Transport,
Logistics and Water, and Mohamed Boussaid, Minister of Economy and Finance. On
26 May 2017, she met Moulay Hafid El Alamy, Minister of Industry, Investment,
Trade and Digital Economy.

(iii) Sushma Swaraj, Minister of External Affairs met Nasser Bourita, Morocco’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, on the sidelines of 73
Session of United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New York on 24 September
2018.

1.4 Institutional Mechanisms

1.4.1 Foreign Office Consultations



(1) The IV India-Morocco Foreign Office Consultations (FOCs) was held in New
Delhi on 24-25 April 2017 under the co-chairmanship of Amar Sinha, Secretary (ER),
Ministry of External Affairs and Mohammed Ali Lazreq, Secretary General, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of Morocco.

1.4.2 Joint Commission Meetings

(i) On 26 May 2017, the V India Morocco JCM was convened in Rabat during
which a Memorandum of Understanding was signed for Cooperation on Broadcasting
between Prasar Bharati, India and Société Nationale de Radiodiffusion et de
Télévision (SNRT), Morocco. The MoU was signed by Dr Kheya Bhattacharya,
Ambassador of India on behalf of Prasar Bharati and Faycal Laraichi, Chief Executive
Officer of SNRT.

1.4.3 Honorary Consul General of India for the regions of Casablanca and
Marrakech

(i) Jawad Kerdoudi, a former Moroccan diplomat, was appointed as the Honorary
Consul General of India for the regions of Casablanca and Marrakech with Casablanca
as the seat of the Consular Post w.e.f 21 February 2018.

1.5 Institutional level bilateral visits
1.5.1 Government
1.5.1.1 Indian Side

(i Raghvendra Singh, Secretary to Government of India and Director General of
National Archives of India and Dr Sanjay Garg, Deputy Director paid an official visit
to Morocco from 11-16 September 2017 under Cultural Exchange Programme between
India and Morocco for the years 2016-2019 at the invitation of Archives du Maroc.

(ii)  Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary (DARE) and DG, ICAR visited Marrakech to
receive the Gene Stewardship Award by Borlaug Global Rust Initiative at their
Technical Workshop held in Marrakech from 14-17 April, 2018.

(iii) The UN Public Service Forum was organised by UN Department of Economic
and Social Affairs in association with Ministry of Administration and Civil Services of
Morocco from 21-23 June 2018 in Marrakech on the theme ‘Transforming Governance
to realise the sustainable development goals’. Roshni Sen, Principal Secretary to
Government of West Bengal, Department of Technical Education Training and Skill
Development was invited to participate in the Forum to share experiences about



‘Kanyashree Prakalpa’, a flagship scheme of Government of West Bengal for the girl
child, that was awarded the UN Public Service Forum Award at The Hague in 2017.

(iv) A delegation led by H. L. Dattu, Chairperson of Indian National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) visited Morocco to participate in the General Assembly of
National Human Rights Institutions Bureau Meeting and the 13th International
Conference of National Human Rights Institution from 08-12 October 2018 in
Marrakech.

(vii) Dr. S. L. Singh, Scientist F & Head IISD Division, India Meteorological
Department, New Delhi participated in the meeting of the Task Team on Global
Information Systems Centres (TT-GISC) held in Casablanca from 18-20 September
2018.

(ix) A two-member delegation comprising of (i) Ambassador Rajiv Kumar Chander,
Ambassador of India and PR to Permanent Mission of India to UN in Geneva and (ii)
Dr. Sadre Alam, First Secretary to Permanent Mission of India to UN in Geneva
participated in the 11th Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) from
05-07 December 2018, held in Marrakech.

(x) A seven-member delegation led by Ambassador A. Gitesh Sarma,
Secretary(West), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India participated in the
High Level Intergovernmental Conference to adopt the Global Compact for Safe,
Orderly and Regular Migration from 10-11 December 2018 in Marrakech. The other
members of the delegation were: Manish Chauhan, JS (UNES), MEA; Manish Gupta,
JS(OIA-I), MEA; Anil Malik, JS(Foreigners), Ministry of Home Affairs; Ajay Tewari,
JS, Ministry of Labour and Employment; Ashish Sinha, Counsellor, Permenant Mission
of India in New York, and Neeraj Kumar, US(UNES), MEA.

1.5.2 Thinktanks
1.5.2.1 Indian Side

(i Observer Research Foundation, Regional Council of Tangier-Tetouan-Al
Hoceima and Ministry of Industry, Investment, Trade and Digital Economy of
Morocco organised the CyFy Africa Conference from 10-12 May in Tangier. Sanjay
Kumar Verma, Additional Secretary (Admin and Cyber Diplomacy), Ministry of
External Affairs, Government of India delivered the keynote address and also
participated in the plenary session on “Human Rights in the Digital Age”.

1.5.2.2 Moroccan Side



(i) Mohammed Tawfik Mouline, Director General of The Royal Institute of
Strategic Studies (IRES), Rabat visited India from 08-16 October 2017 under the
Academic Visitors’> Programme of ICCR.

(ii)  Prof. Mohammed Benhammou, President of Moroccan Centre for Strategic
Studies(CMES) and Dr. Asmaa Sebbar, Project and Programme Manager, CMES visited
India from 01-09 September 2018, to participate in the West Asia Conference (05-06
September 2018) and to sign an MoU between CMES and Indian Institute for Defense
Studies and Analyses (IDSA).

1.6 Symposia

(i) On 23 February 2017, Royal Institute of Strategic Studies organised a
symposium on the ¢State of relations between India and Morocco at bilateral and
multilateral levels including issues of common interests, namely, security and social
development.’

(ii) On 10 May 2017, Moroccan Institute for International Relations (IMRI),
Casablanca organised a conference on the theme, ‘India and India-Morocco Relations’.
Ambassador delivered the keynote address and spoke about the intensifying relations
between India and Morocco in the recent years.

(iii) Jawad Kerdoudi, Honorary Consul General of India in Casablanca and
Marrakech and President of Moroccan Institute for International Relations (IMRD),
organised a symposium on the theme ¢Foreign Experiences as a model of
development: What model for Morocco?” on 22-23 June 2018.

(iv)  Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, as part of his five-day tour to Rwanda,
Uganda and South Africa (for X BRICS Summit in Johannesburg) delivered the
Keynote Address to the Parliament of Uganda on 25 July 2018. The Mission
organised showcasing of the live telecast of the Hon’ble PM’s Address to the
Parliament of Uganda followed by a panel discussion on the topic “India-Morocco
Relations: Trilateral Cooperation with Africa”> at Moroccan Institute for International
Relations (IMRI), Casablanca.

(v)  As part of the 9th edition of the African Awards, initiated by MBK Media
Africa, in partnership with the Tensift Regional Development Center (CDRT), a
conference was organized on 14 September, 2018 in Marrakech that was hosted by
Jawad Kerdoudi, Honorary Consul General of India in Casablanca and Marrakech and
President of Moroccan Institute for International Relations (IMRI). Shri Niravkumar
B. Sutariya, Second Secretary highlighted guiding principles of India’s foreign policy



towards Africa that were mentioned by Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister
of India during his speech to the Parliament of Uganda on 25 July 2018.

(vi)  The First ICWA-IRES Symposium was organised on 28 November 2018 at IRES,
Rabat. A 6-member Indian delegation of ICWA, led by Ambassador G. S. Iyer, former
Ambassador of India to Morocco participated in the conference.

(vii) The First Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses(IDSA) and Moroccan Centre
for Strategic Studies (CMES) on theme <¢Partnership India-Morocco: Challenges and
Opportunities”” was jointly organised on 15 January 2019 in Rabat. From the Indian
side, Ambassador Dr. Kheya Bhattacharya; Ambassador Sujan R Chinoy, DG of
IDSA(through Skype); Dr. Ruchita Beri, Senior Research Associate and Coordinator
Africa, LAC, UN Centre, IDSA (through Skype); Dr. P. K. Pradhan, Associate Fellow,
IDSA (by Skype) participated in the event. Both sides discussed the bilateral relations
and ways to intensify the relations in the different fields. Shri Kiran Vishweswaraiah,
General Manager, International Marketing, Bharat Electronics Limited also participated
in the event.

2. ECONOMIC & COMMERCIAL RELATIONS
2.1 Introduction

(i) As per provisional trade figures of Statistics Bulletin of Office des Changes,
Government of the Kingdom of Morocco, for the period January-October 2018, trade
between the two countries stood at aprrox US$ 1.5 Billion (1,497.3 million) i.e.
India’s exports to Morocco stood at US$ 601.1 million while imports were valued at
US$ 896.2 million. Compared to the period January-October 2017, India’s exports to
Morocco have increased by 19.3% and India’s imports from Morocco have increased
by 55.2%. The surge of 55.2% in India’s imports from Morocco can be mainly
attributed to steep rise in the exports of phosphoric acid, natural & chemical
fertilizers and phosphates from Morocco to India. In 2017, trade between the two
countries stood at US $1.32 billion. India’s exports to Morocco stood at US $637.0
million while imports were valued at US $683.6 million.

(ii)  The figures of bilateral trade between India and Morocco (in million US$)
sourced from Statistic Bulletin of Office des Change of Morocco are as follows:

2018*
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 (Jan-
Oct)

India's
353.5 396.50 [573.5 587.2 517.7 615.0 500.5 398.2 634.0 637 601.1

Export
India's [1,366.2 [734.6 1,059.6 [1,455.6 (1,212 796.3 855.8 873.2 758.5 683.6 896.2




Import

Total 1719.7 11131.1 [1632.56  |2042.8 |1729.7 [1411.3 [1356.3 [1271.4 [1392.5 |1320.6 |1497.3

(*) Provisional Data
(Source : Statistics Bulletin of Office des Changes, Govt. of Morocco)

(iii) Morocco has substantial reserves of rock phosphate and potash. Office Cherifian
des Phosphates (OCP), owned by the Government of Morocco, is the sole producer
and supplier of fertilizers in Morocco. Rock phosphates from Morocco are imported in
India mainly by Paradeep Phosphate Ltd (PPL) which is controlled by ZuariMaroc
Phosphate Ltd (ZMPL) which is a JV between Chambal Fertilisers, ZuariFertilisers and
OCP. Gol holds 19.55% of shares in PPL. PPL has a long term contract with OCP for
supply of nearly 1 million metric ton (MMT) of rock phosphate. Chambal Fertilizers
and Tata Chemicals have a JV with OCP- Indo MarocPhosphore SA (IMACID) for
production of 4.5 lakh MT of phosphoric acid which is entirely imported by PPL and
ZMPL.

(iv)  The following Indian enterprises are in Morocco: IMACID (a Birla-Tata joint
Venture with OCP-Office Cherifien de Phosphates, Morocco), Onshore Construction,
Sunpharma, CIPLA, Varun Beverages (PEPSI), Tata Motors, Mahindra and Mahindra,
Ashok Leyland, Sterling and Wilson, Larsen and Toubro, Infosys, Sumilon, Furnace
Fabrica, Satguru Travels, Gujarat  Fluorochemicals Ltd. (GFL), Shakti Pumps,
Kirloskar, Sonalika Tractors, Indore (Optic Fibre), and Tejas Network. Varroc Lighting
Systems India Pvt. Ltd. and the Oberoi Group have also entered the Moroccan market
over the last year. The following companies are in the process of entering the market
namely, AVAADA Welspun, Titagarh Group, Adani Group, HYT Engineering and
Apollo Hospital. India participated in Salon Internationale de I’Agriculture au Maroc
(SIAM), one of the world’s largest agriculture fairs, in Meknes in April 2018, where
the Indian companies in agrimachienry such as (i) Mahindra (Tractors) (ii) Fieldking
(Plough machines), (i) Sonalika (Tractors), (iii) Kirloskar (Green Power
Generator/water pumps, and (iv) NandanJain(drippers), a subsidiary of Jain Irrigation,
were also present through their representatives in Morocco.

2.2 Centre for Excellence in Information Technology

(1) Centre of Excellence in Information Technology has been set up in Technopark,
Casablanca under IAFS-II development programme. It is a collaboration of Centre for
Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC), India and Institut National des Postes
et Télécommunications (INPT).



(i) It was inaugurated on 07 May 2018 by M.J. Akbar, Minister of State for
External Affairs, Government of India (through video conference) and Rakiya
Eddarhem, Secretary of State to the Minister of Industry, Investment, Trade and
Digital Economy in charge of Foreign Trade on behalf of Moulay Hafid Elalamy,
Minister of Industry, Investment, Trade and Digital Economy of Morocco. The II
Valedictory function of the students was organised on 22 January 2019, where Rakiya
Eddarhem, Secretary of State handed over the certificates to the Students.

(iii)  As on 04 Febraury 2019, 423 Students have enrolled to the CEIT and Fourteen
(14) of them have been employed in Public as well as private institutions.

2.3 Telemedicine

(i) During the visit of Dr. Abdelkader Amara, Minister of Equipment, Transport,
Logistics and Water of Morocco to India, an MoU was signed on Telemedicine
Collaboration between Marrakech Mohammed VI University Hospital and Jawaharlal
Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education & Research, Pondicherry on 14 December
2017. The inauguration of the Telemedicine connectivity was launched on 15 January
2018 simultaneously at both institutions through video conferencing.

2.4 Agriculture Work Plan

(1) The Work Plan for 2018-2020 between Indian Council of Agricultural Research,
India and Ministry of Agriculture, Marine Fisheries, Rural Development and Water
and Forests of of Morocco under the MoU on Cooperation in the field of Agricultural
Research and Education on Agricultural Cooperation was signed on 04 May 2018.

2.5 Catalogue exhibitions and B2Bs

(i) The Embassy organised a catalogue exhibition for the Bengal Global Business
Summit 2017 on 06 January 2017 at Hotel Golden Tulip Farah in Casablanca.

(ii) On 15 February 2017, the Embassy hosted a catalogue exhibition for the
Momentum Jharkhand Global Business Investors Summit, and an informal get
together of Indian and Moroccan businessmen.

(iii) The Embassy organised a catalogue exhibition for the XXXII Surajkund
International Crafts Mela (02-18 February 2018) and Haryana Tourism on 18
September 2017 at Hotel Kenzi Tower in Casablanca.

(iv)  Morocco FoodExpo was held from 08-10 December 2017 in Casablanca where
an Indian delegation of 57 Indian companies participated, led by Associated
Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) and Trade Promotion
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Council of India (TPCI). A presentation and B2B session on Indus Food-the Global
Food and Beverage Show of India (18-19 January 2018 in Greater Noida) was also
organised by the Mission on 09 December 2017 at Hotel Kenzi in Casablanca.

(v) A multi-product business delegation from FIEO visited Morocco from 17-19
January 2018. During the visit, a seminar on Trade Opportunities between Morocco &
India and a B2B Meet was organised on 18 January 2018 at Hotel Sheraton in
Casablanca.

(vi) The Embassy facilitated the organization of the First India Morocco Tourism
Forum on 22 January 2018 at Hotel Grand Mogador City Centre in Casablanca. The
event was jointly organised by India Tourism Office, Dubai of Ministry of Tourism of
India and Moroccan National Tourist Office (MNTO) of Morocco.

(vii) The Moroccan Ayurveda Week took place from 23 February 2018 to 03 March
2018 in the cities of Tangier, Casablanca and Rabat in Morocco. It was organised by
the India Morocco Chamber of Commerce and Industry and facilitated by the Mission.
The Event also received the support of Ministry of AYUSH of Government of India
through the participation of a 02-member high-level delegation.

(viii) The XIII Edition of SIAM was held in Meknes from 24-29 April 2018. A 2-
member delegation from Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of
India participated in the SIAM.

(ix) On 31 July 2018, the Embassy organised an interactive session with Delhi
Tourism and Transport Development Corporation Ltd, New Delhi to promote Delhi as
a tourism destination.

(x)  The Embassy organized a Catalogue Exhibition to promote “Madhya Pradesh as
an Investment Destination”” at Hotel Kenzi Tower, Casablanca on 20 December 2018.

2.6 Visits of commercial delegations
2.6.1 Government
2.6.1.1 Indian Side

(i) A 3-member delegation comprising of Shri C. P. Ravindranath Menon, Chief
General Manager (Legal); Shri. Nadeem Panjetan, Chief General Manager (Lines of
Credit); and Smt. Rima Marphatia, Chief General Manager (Corporate Banking) of
EXIM Bank of India visited Morocco from 12-14 March 2018 to discuss the financing
of projects of Indian companies in Morocco by the EXIM Bank of India.
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(ii) Dr. Bikash Das, Principal Scientist, Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
Complex for Eastern Region (Ranchi Research Station) visited Morocco from 2-10
September 2018 for attending Study Visit in “Canopy management in apple: Efficient
plant architecture for high quality and yield in apple” at Regional Agricultural
Research Center of Meknes as per Annexure I of the Work Plan 2018-20 signed
between ICAR and the Ministry of Agriculture, Marine Fisheries, Rural Development
and Waters and Forests of Morocco in Rabat on 4 May 2018.

(iii) A 23-member delegation, headed by Shri S.J. Haider, Principal Secretary to the
Government of Gujarat, comprising representatives from the Government of Gujarat,
industry leaders, professionals and entrepreneurs from various sectors, visited
Morocco from 12-16 September 2018 to promote the 9th Vibrant Gujarat Global
Summit (VG 2019) to be held in Gandhinagar, Gujarat from 18-20 January 2019.
Morocco was a partner country for VG-19.

(iv) A 3-member delegation led by Smt. Alka Arora, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, comprising Shri Ravindra Nath, Chairman-cum-
Managing Director, National Small Industries Corporation Ltd. (NSIC), and Shri Sunil
Tyagi, General Manager (International Cooperation), NSIC, visited Morocco from 23-
27 September 2018 for the signing of Memorandum of Understanding for Cooperation
in the Field of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, between NSIC and National
Agency for the Promotion of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (Maroc PME).

(v) A 2-member delegation comprising Kamlesh Chaturvedi, Joint Secetary,
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways and Dinesh Kumar Sharma, Joint Director,
Indian Academy of Highway Engineers (IAHE) visited Morocco from 11-15 November
2018 for the Second meeting of the Follow-up Committee under the Cooperation
Framework Agreement signed IAHE and the Institute of Training in Engines and Road
Maintenance (IFEER) of Morocco.

2.5.1.2 Moroccan Side

(i) Abderrafia Zouitene, CEO of Moroccan National Tourist Office (MNTO) visited
India from 18-22 October 2017 to tie up arrangements for opening up of the MNTO
Office in New Delhi in accordance with Article X of the 1999 Agreement on Tourism
Cooperation between India and Morocco.

(ii) ~ The Ministry of Tourism, Air Transport, Handicraft and Social Economy of
Morocco nominated a delegation of 05 Moroccan artisans from the sectors of leather
works, traditional clothing, cedar wood, jewellery and brassware; 02 officials; 05
members cultural troupe of Gnawa music artists; and 07-member cultural delegation
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from India Morocco Friendship Association to participate in the 32" Surajkund
International Crafts Mela (02-18 February 2018).

(iii) A 3-member delegation from Government of Morocco visited India from 23-24
April 2018 to discuss and finalize the Air Services Agreement between India and
Morocco.

(iv)  India hosted the inaugural meetings of the India-Morocco Expert Committee on
Veterinary Sanitation and India-Morocco Joint Committee on Marine Fisheries in
order to effect the implementation of the Agreement for Cooperation on Veterinary
Sanitation that was signed on 27 February 2001 and MoU on Cooperation on Marine
Fisheries that was signed on 01 February 2014 between India and Morocco. A 5-
member delegation from Ministry of Agriculture, Maritime Fisheries, Rural
Development and Water and Forests of Morocco visited India from 01-06 April 2018
for the inaugural meetings.

(v)  From 03-04 May 2018, a 5-member high level delegation visited Morocco to
discuss and finalize Mutual Legal Assistance Agreement in Civil and Commercial
Matters, Extradition Treaty and Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty in Criminal Matters
between India and Morocco.

(vi)  The Inaugural meeting of India-Morocco Joint Working Group under MoU on
Cooperation in the field of Water Resources held in New Delhi on 3 July 2018.
Moroccan side proposed an Executive Programme for the period 2018-20 for
consideration of Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation which is being finalized.

(vii) A six-member delegation comprising representatives from the Ministry of Health
of Morocco and Mohammed VI University Hospital of Marrakech visited India for the
First Meeting of the India-Morocco Joint Working Group under MoU on Cooperation
in the field of Health which was held in New Delhi on 19 July 2018.

(viii) A two-member team from the Ministry of Economy and Finance of Morocco
visited New Delhi from 23-29 September 2018 to negotiate and discuss the Bilateral
Investment Treaty (BIT) between India and Morocco. The treaty is being negotiated.

(ix) A 4-member Moroccan delegation of Ministry of Justice of Morocco visited India
from 10-11 October 2018, to finalize Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty in Criminal
Matters between India and Morocco.

(x) A 4-member delegation of National Centre for Scientific and Technical Research
(CNRST) visited India from 7-11 October 2018 for the Inaugural Meeting of Joint
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Working Group established under the Article 4 of the MoU on Cooperation in the
field of Scientific Research and Technology between CSIR and CNRST.

2.5.2 PSUs/Private Companies

(1) A delegation from Rural Electrification Corporation Limited (REC) comprising of
Shri Ajit Agrawal, Director (Finance); Shri Sanjay Kulshrestha, Additional General
Manager; Shri V. K. Singh, General Manager (Generation); and Shri Bhupendra Gupta,
Additional CEO, visited Morocco from 18-21 January 2018.

(ii)  The Embassy hosted the visit of a 03-member delegation from Tata Projects
Ltd. to Morocco from 13-17 February 2018.

(iii) The Synthetic & Rayon Textiles Export Promotion Council (SRTEPC) in
association with the Moroccan Association of the Textile and Apparel Industries
(AMITH) organized a Road Show on 10 July 2018 at Casa Moda Academy,
Casablanca, to promote “Source India 2018, the 2nd Edition of India’s largest Global
Buyer Seller Meet for Textiles, held at Surat International Exhibition & Convention
Centre, Surat, Gujarat, India from 21-23 September 2018, under the aegis of Ministry
of Commerce and Industry and Ministry of Textiles, Government of India.

(iv) The First meeting of the Follow-up Committee under the Cooperation
Framework Agreement signed between Indian Academy of Highway Engineers (IAHE)
and the Institute of Training in Engines and Road Maintenance (IFEER) of Morocco,
was held between IAHE and IFEER at IAHE, Noida on 23 July 2018.

(v) A 2-member delegation from NTPC Limited (a Government of India Enterprise),
Noida, visited Morocco from 23-27 October 2018 to explore business opportunities for
NTPC in Morocco including possible cooperation in the power generation on
Government-to-Government basis.

(vi)  Hrishikesh Darunkar, Manager Business Development, HYT Engineering Co. Pvt.
Ltd. visited Morocco from 26-30 November 2018 to explore business opportunities in
the Railways sector in Morocco.

(vii) Kiran Vishweswaraiah, General Manager, International Marketing, Bharat
Electronics Limited visited Morocco from 13-17 January 2019.

3. CULTURAL RELATIONS
3.1 Introduction

(i) There is an abiding interest in Morocco for Indian art and culture. Hindi films
are very popular in Morocco and Moroccan TV regularly telecasts Indian feature film
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every week. Indian film actors have also been honoured at the International Film
Festivals in Morocco. A Cultural Exchange Programme (CEP) between India and
Morocco for the years 2016-19 was signed on 31 May 2016.

3.2 ICCR Chairs on Hindi Language and Indian Studies in History

(ii) ICCR Chairs on Hindi Language and Indian Studies in History have been
established at Mohamed V University in Rabat, following signing of MoUs between
Indian Council for Cultural Relations and Mohammed V University, Rabat, on 27
February 2017. Dr Himanshu Kumar is Professor of the ICCR Chair for Hindi
Language. Dr. Paromita Das is Professor of the ICCR Chair for Indian Studies.

3.3 Cultural Events
3.3.1 Holi Celebrations

(1) On 20 March 2016, Holi was organized by the Embassy in collaboration with
Association Nationale d’Amitie Maroco-Asiatique (ANAMA) in Casablanca which was
attended by more than 2000 people. The second edition of the grand Holi event was
organized by the Embassy in collaboration with ANAMA on 19 March 2017 in
Casablanca. The event was attended by almost 6000 people including members of the
diplomatic community, Indian nationals and local residents. The third edition of Holi
celebrations was organized by the Embassy in collaboration with ANAMA and India
Morocco Friendship Association (IMFA) on 22 April 2018 in Casablanca which was
attended by more than 3000 people.

3.3.2 International Day of Yoga

(i) The Embassy is regularly organising the celebrations of International Yoga Day
since 2014. The III International day of Yoga was celebrated by the Embassy and the
Embassy organized yoga events on 21 and 23 June 2017 in the Chancery premises in
Rabat, on 21 June 2017 in the cities of Agadir and Tangier, and on 24 June 2017 in
the city of Casablanca.

(i)  The IV International Day of Yoga was celebrated on 21 June 2018 in the cities
of Rabat, Casablanca, Marrakech, Kenitra, Tangier and Agadir. The programme in
Rabat included a Yoga Session at the Faculty of Judicial, Economic and Social
Sciences of University Mohammed V in Rabat. A Conference on the theme Holistic
treatment and well-being through traditional practices from India and Morocco was
organised in the auditorium of the main campus of University Mohammed V in
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Rabat. In Casablanca the yoga session was organised at the famous Koram Harmony
Yoga Studio. The Yoga session in Marrakech was organised in Hotel Es Saadi. In
Tangier, the yoga session was organised in a private Yoga studio. In Agadir, the
Yoga session was organised at the beach. Celebrations of IDY were organised for the
first time in the city of Kenitra in a private Yoga studio.

3.3.3 Republic Day

(D In 2017, Republic Day of India was celebrated with performances by a cultural
delegation from ICCR led by Kathak maestro Vaswati Misra that Rabat, El Jadida,
Settat and Casablanca from 25-30 January 2017.

(i)  The Embassy organized celebrations on occasion of the 69™ Republic Day of
India from 26-31 January 2018. The Embassy hosted the 08-member cultural
delegation led by Bharatnatyam maestro Chitra Chandrasekhar Dasarathy from 21-31
January 2018. The delegation performed in Rabat, Meknes and Oujda.

(iii) On the 70™ Republic Day, the Embassy hosted a 06-member cultural delegation
«Tarang” group led by Veena maestro Saraswati Rajagopalan from 31 January - 07
February 2019. The group performed in Tetuan, Rabat and Settat.

3.3.4 Independence Day

(i In 2017, the Embassy celebrated the Independence Day of India in Morocco on
14 and 15 August 2017 with four events spanned on the two days. On 14 August
2017 the Mission organised a star recital by Surmani Agni Verma and delegtion in
the Chancery premises. On 15 August 2017 the Mission organized the flag hoisting
functions in the Chancery premises and Ambassador hosted a reception at India
House. On 15 August 2017 the Mission organised a cultural event in the auditorium
of the Bibliotheque Nationale du Royaume du Maroc (National Library of the
Kingdom of Morocco) in Rabat. The event comprised of performances by Surmani
Agni Verma and his delegation, followed by song and dance performances on Indian
patriotic songs by Bely Gandhara, of Tanjawood Co., Association Nationale d’Amitie
Maroco Asiatique (ANAMA) and India Morocco Friendship Association.

(ii) The 72" Independence Day of India was celebrated on 15 August 2018 with
three events. On 15 August 2018, the Mission organized the flag hoisting functions in
the Chancery premises and Ambassador hosted a reception at India House. On 15
August 2018 evening, the Mission organised a cultural event in the auditorium of the
Bibliotheque Nationale du Royaume du Maroc (National Library of the Kingdom of
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Morocco) in Rabat. The event comprised of performances by Shri Ihsan Hussain and
his Qawwali group, followed by song and dance performances on Indian patriotic
songs by Bely Gandhara, of Tanjawood Co., Association Nationale d’Amitie Maroco
Asiatique (ANAMA) and India Morocco Friendship Association.

3.3.5 ITEC Day

(D The Embassy regularly celebrates the ITEC Day each year. On 15 September
2017, the Embassy celebrated the ITEC Day in the Chancery.

(ii)  In 2018, the Embassy celebrated the ITEC Day in the Chancery On 29 October
2018. It was attended by ITEC alumni belonging to different ministries of the
Government of the Kingdom of Morocco such as Health, Foreign Affairs, Agriculture,
Tourism, Higher Education, Industry, Trade, Investment & Digital Economy, and
Energy & Mines. The participants shared experiences of their study and stay in India
and expressed nostalgia and appreciation for the value addition the courses provided
in their professional domain. The event was a good occasion to inform the
participants about the forthcoming ITEC programmes being held in different
institutions in India in order to spread the word for seeking more participation from
the Moroccan candidates.

3.3.6 Commemoration of 150™ Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi

D To commemorate the 150™ Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the Embassy
had organised various events from 01 October 2018 viz. (I) On 01 October 2018, the
Embassy in collaboration with Villa des Arts, ONA Foundation organised a conference
on “Mahatma Gandhi and his Philosophy of Non-Violence: Its influence on
International Relations” (ii) On 02 October 2018, a ceremony was organised by Mr.
Mohammed Sadiki, Mayor of Rabat to correct the English spelling of “Rue Ghandi”
to “Rue Gandhi” (iv) On 03 October 2018, Mr. Abdelaziz El Omari, Mayor of
Casablanca organised a ceremony to correct the English spelling of <“Boulevard
Ghandi», largerst boulevard of Casablanca to “Boulevard Gandhi””? (v) The Mission
launched “Bapu@150”’ quiz on social media on 02 October 2018(vi) The Mission had
displayed the Gandhi commemorative stamps provided by India Post, during the
inauguration of “Kanu’s Gandhi” exhibition on 02 October 2018 (vii) The Mission
had organised a LED Projection showing the life and message of Mahatma Gandhi in
the chancery building on 02 October 2018.

(ii) A photographic Exhibition including rare photographs of Mahatma Gandhi
«Kanuw’s Gandhi”, first time in Africa and Morocco, was hosted by the Embassy from
02-26 October 2018. Shri Prashant Panjiar, Curator of the Exhibition, from Nazar
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Foundation visited Morocco from 29 September to 05 October 2018. The exhibition
was hosted at three places in Morocco viz. (I) Villa des Arts, ONA Foundation, Rabat
from 02-10 October 2018 (I) Mohammed El Fassi Gallery, Ministry of Culture and
Communication of Morocco in Rabat from 11-16 October 2018 and (iii) Mohammed
El Kacimi Gallery, Ministry of Culture and Communication of Morocco in Fes from
18-26 October 2018.

(iii) Dr. Mahesh Sharma, a noted Gandhian expert and Padma Shri (2016) visited
Morocco from 10-17 October 2018 to deliver lectures on “Mahatma Gandhi and his
Philosophy: Its relevance to Sustainable Development”. The Embassy organised three
lectures at (I) Mohammed El Fassi Gallery of Ministry of Culture and Communication
of Morocco on 11 October 2018 (ii) Centre for Excellence in Information Technology
in Casablanca on 12 October 2018 and (iii) Al-Akhwayen University in Ifrane on 15
October 2018.

(iv)  Dr. Himanshu Kumar, professor to the ICCR Chair for Hindi Language at
Mohammed V University in Rabat, delivered a lecture on “ICCR Lecture on India”
on 15 October 2018 at Al-Akhwayen University in Ifrane on 15 October 2018 on
“India’s Freedom Struggle — Gandhi and Hindi».

(v) At the invitation of Adnane Benabdallah, Honorary Consul General of Sweden
in Marrakech and proprietor of Benabdallah Group of Schools, the Embassy of India
participated in the inauguration of Gandhi Library & Conference on Mahatma Gandhi
& the philosophy of Non-Violence at Group Scolaire Benabdallah, Marrakech on
December 17, 2018. The one day programme also comprised a play on the theme of
the iconic Dandi March of Mahatma Gandhi by the students and cultural
performances by India Morocco Friendship Association.

3.3.7 Other Cultural Events

(i) Festival of India was organized from 28 July-04 August 2016 in Rabat,
Casablanca, El Jadida, Fes and Meknes.

(i) ~ With support from the Embassy of India, Rabat, the II Edition of Namaste
India was organized by Association Nationale d’Amitie Maroco-Asiatique (ANAMA), at
Casablanca on 22 January 2017.

(iii)  Odissi maestro Janhabi Behera and her group visited Morocco from 16-21 April
2017. She performed in Rabat, Tangier, Tetouan and M’Digq.

(iv)  Shri Javed Akhtar traveled to Morocco from 26-30 April 2017 for poetry
readings in the Royal Institute of Amazigh Culture in Rabat on 27 April 2017 and
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participation in the first edition of the Moroccan Poets’ Festival in Tetouan including
poetry reading, on 27-28 April 2017.

(v)  Maestro Swapna Datar and group participated in the XIX Edition of the
International Luth Festival of Tetouan from May 12-16, 2017 and also performed in
Chefchaouen and Fnideq.

(vi)  Sarod maestro Abhisek Lahiri and group sponsored by ICCR, New Delhi
traveled to Morocco on 14 and 15 July 2017 to participate in the 18" Edition of the
Volubilis International Festival of the World Traditional Music, which was held in the
city of Meknés from 14 to 17 July 2017. Besides performing in the Festival, the
group also performed in the city of Sale on 13 July 2017.

(vii) Spiritual guru Sri Sri Ravi Shankar of Art of Living Foundation was on a
private visit to Morocco from 27-30 July 2017 on the invitation of the local Art of
Living community. On 28 July 2017 he visited the Embassy and met with Mr Ahmed
Toufiq, Minister of Habous and Islamic Affairs, Kingdom of Morocco.

(viii) VI Edition of FICMEC Nador Film Festival was organised from 07-12 November
2017 in the city of Nador on the theme ‘Memory of Oceans’. India was the Guest of
Honour country at the event and was represented by Shri Ramkishore Parcha,
President, Delhi International Film Festival (DIFF). The inaugural function was held
on 07 November 2017 where our Ambassador was the Chief Guest. The Assamese
Film, ¢The Challenge’ by Nipon Dholua was India’s entry to the competition section
of the Festival.

(ix) National Archives of India in collaboration with Indian Council for Cultural
Relations has organised for the first time ever, an exhibition of Moroccan calligraphy
in India at National Archives of India (12-19 March 2018), NAI Regional Office in
Bhopal (02-09 April 2018) and NAI Record Centre in Jaipur (17-24 April 2018).

(x)  Following the Conference on 21 June 2018 at University Mohammed V, the
Mission organised the celebrations of ‘Bharat in Rabat’ as an evening dedicated to
the Hindi Language. Dr Himanshu Kumar, Professor to the ICCR Chair for Hindi
Language at University Mohammed V spoke on the cultural commonalities between
India and Morocco and his experiences as a teacher of Hindi language in Morocco.
The first batch of students of Hindi language of the 6 month Beginners’ Level I at
Mohammed V University in Rabat were awarded certificates by the panel of Speakers.
The students put up a short and solemn cultural performance in which two students
recited Hindi poems written by Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Nazir Akbarabadi and
two students spoke in eloquent Hindi and shared their experiences of the Hindi
classes.
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(xi) Embassy of India participated in the 3rd edition of Asian Culture Days from
09-11 November 2018 organised by Al Khayzourane Association at La Mediatheque,
Avenue Allal Al Fassi in Rabat. Embassies of China, Indonesia and Thailand also
parricipated. An Indian pavillion exhibiting Indian art, culture and handicraft was
made in collaboration with Association Nationale d’Amitie Moroco-Asiatique
(ANAMA). Embassy made a special corner in commemoration of 150th Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. At the inauguration ceremony, Vaishnav Jan to
Tene... video sung by Nasr Megri was played, quiz on Mahatma Gandhi was
organised and India-Morocco Friendship Association(IMFA) performed Indian dances.
On 10 November 2018, spouses of officials of Indian Embassy represented Indian
culture though regional dances of various States. At the closing ceremony, on 11
November 2018, Nasr Megri performed ¢Vaishnava Jana to tene...” and IMFA
performed Indian dances.

(xii) Embassy of India in association with Al Akhawayn University organized “India
Day” in Ifrane on 02-03 December 2018. Association Nationale d’Amitie Moroco-
Asiatique (ANAMA) organised performances on Indian songs/dances, an exhibition on
the various facets of Indian culture e.g. Indian film industry, Indian traditional
dresses, jewelries, paintings, dances etc. Ambassador also spoke about Mahatma
Gandhi and his philosophy of Non-Violence.

(xiii) The Embassy in collaboration with Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences,
University Mohammed V, Rabat organized Vishwa Hindi Diwas on 17 January 2019
at the University’s premises.

4. IMPORTANT BILATERAL TREATIES/AGREEMENTS/MOUS

1981

(i) Trade Agreement

(i)  Cultural and Scientific Cooperation Accord

(iii) Agreement on Economic and Technical Cooperation

1992
(1) MOU between FIEO and Casablanca Chamber of Commerce & Industry

1996
(1) MOU between FIEO and CMPE (Moroccan Export Promotion Centre)

1998
(i) MOU on regular consultations between the two Foreign Ministries
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(i1) Convention on Avoidance of Double Taxation

1999

(1) Agreement on Tourism

(ii) ~ Agreement for Cooperation between Maghreb Arab Press (MAP) and Press Trust
of India (PTD)

2000

(i) Agreement for cooperation in the fields of Merchant Shipping and Maritime

(ii)  Agreement between Doordarshan and RTM (Radio-diffusion Television
Marocaine)

(iii) MOU between CII and CGEM (General Confederation for Moroccan Enterprises)
for setting up a Joint Business Council

(iv)  MOU between NASSCOM and APEBI (Moroccan Association of Professionals and
Information Technologies)

2001
(i) Agreement on Plant Protection and Plant Quarantine
(ii)  Agreement on Veterinary Sanitation

2004
(i) MoU in the field of Agricultural Research and Education

2006
(i) MoU on bilateral cooperation in housing sector

2013

(1) Protocol amending the India-Morocco Double Taxation Avoidance Convention
(DTAQ)

(ii)) MoU between National School of Applied Sciences, Tangier (Morocco) and
Jaypee University of Information Technologies, Solan (India)

2014

(i) Agreement on Environmental Cooperation signed in Marrakech

(ii)  MoU on Cooperation in Marine Fisheries signed in Marrakech

(iii) MoU concerning setting up of a Centre for Excellence in Information
Technology (CEIT) in Morocco

2015
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(i) MoU between FICCI and CGEM (General Confederation for Moroccan
Enterprises) for strengthening commercial relations by expanding and deepening
economic, trade and investment cooperation

(ii)  Agreement on Exemption of Visa requirement for Holders of Diplomatic,
Official and Service Passports between India & Morocco signed in Delhi

2016

(1) Cultural Exchange Programme (CEP) for 2016-2019 between India and Morocco
signed in Rabat

(ii)  MoU between The Foreign Service Institute, Ministry of External affairs, India
and The Moroccan Academy for Diplomatic Studies, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation, Kingdom of Morocco

2017

(1) MoU between Indian Council for Cultural Relations and Mohammed V
University on the Establishment of ICCR Chair for Hindi Language

(i) MoU between Indian Council for Cultural Relations and Mohammed V
University on the Establishment of ICCR Chair of Indian Studies

(iii) MoU between the Indian Council for World Affairs (ICWA), India and the Royal
Institute for Strategic Studies (IRES), Morocco on Cooperation in Institutional
Relations

(iv) MoU between Prasar Bharati, India and Societe Nationale de Radiodiffusion et
de Television (SNRT), Morocco

(v)  MoU between the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare of the Government of
the Republic of India and the Ministry of Health of the Kingdom of Morocco on
Cooperation in the field of Health

(vi)  MoU between the Government of the Republic of India and the Government of
the Kingdom of Morocco on Cooperation in the field of Water Resources

(vii) Cooperation Agreement between Indian Railways (IR) Moroccan National
Railways Office (ONCF)

(viii) Agreement to establish Cooperation between Indian Maritime University (IMU)
and the Higher Institute of Maritime Studies (ISEM), Morocco

(ix) Framework Agreement for Cooperation in Training between the Indian
Maritime University of the Republic of India and the National Ports Agency (Port
Training Institute) of the Kingdom of Morocco

(x)  Cooperation Framework Agreement between the Institute of Training in Engines
and Road Maintenance (IFEER) under the Ministry of Equipment, Transport, Logistics
and Water of the Kingdom of Morocco and the Indian Academy of Highway
Engineers (IAHE) under the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways of the Republic
of India
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(xi) MoU between Marrakech Mohamed VI University Hospital, Morocco and
Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education & Research (JIPMER) for
Telemedicine collaboration

2018

(1) Agreement on Scientific and Technical Cooperation between the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), India and The National Centre for Scientific
and Technical Research (CNRST), Morocco

(ii)  MoU on Cooperation between the Ministry of Law & Justice of the Republic of
India and the Ministry of Justice of the Kingdom of Morocco

(iii) MoU for Cooperation in the field of Renewable Energy

(iv)  MoU in the field of Mining and Geology

(v)  Work Plan for the Years 2018-20 between the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) of the Republic of India and the Ministry of Agriculture, Marine
Fisheries, Rural Development and Waters and Forests of the Kingdom of Morocco
under the MoU on Cooperation in the field of Agricultural Research & Education

(vi)  MoU between Ministry of Interior, Government of the Kingdom of Morocco and
International Institute of Information Technology, Bangalore

(vi) MoU on Cooperation between the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses
(IDSA), New Delhi and Moroccan Centre for Strategic Studies (CMES), Rabat, Morocco
(viii) MoU on Cooperation between Moroccan Agency for Tourism Development
(SMIT) and India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC)

(ix)  Air Services Agreement

(x) MoU between National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC), Republic of India
and the National Agency for the Promotion of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises
(Maroc PME) on Cooperation in the field of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
between India and Morocco

(xi) MoU between the Government of Republic of India and Government of the
Kingdom of Morocco for Cooperation in Peaceful Uses of Outer Space

(xii) MoU between the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In),
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology and the Moroccan Computer
Emergency Response Team (ma-CERT), National Defence Administration of the
Kingdom of Morocco, on Cooperation in the area of Cyber Security

(xiii) Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters

(xiv) Agreement on Legal and Judicial Cooperation in Civil and Commercial matters
including the service of Summons, Judicial documents, Letters of Request and
Execution of Judgment and Arbitral Awards

(xv) Joint Declaration of Intent between National Informatics Centre under Ministry
of Electronics and Information Technology of the Republic of India and the Ministry

23



of Justice of the Kingdom of Morocco on Cooperation in the field of Modernization
and Use of Information Technology

(xvi) Extradition Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and
the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco

2019

(1) MoU to facilitate the Mutual Recognisation of Academic Qualifications
5. INDIAN COMMUNITY

(i) The Indian community in Morocco is made up of two parts - the diaspora and
the expatriate community. The diaspora comprises of about 250-300 families. The
demographics of this community have changed significantly over the recent years.
Most of them are based out of the city of Casablanca, since it is the commercial and
trade hub of Morocco. The major part of the Indian community in Casablanca
comprises of the Sindhi community that had migrated during the time of India’s
partition. Most of them are engaged in businesses of import/export of textiles and
electronic goods. There are a few Indians employed as caretakers in the villas of
Emirati sheikhs.

(ii)  The expatriate community of Indians in Morocco represent the top Indian
enterprises namely, TATA, Birla (in collaboration as IMACID), forming a joint venture
with OCP for phosphate imports for India. The other top enterprises include Furnace
Fabrica, Satguru Travels, CIPLA, SunPharma (pharmaceuticals), TATA Motors, Infosys
(IT), Varun Beverages (PepsiCo), Indore (optic fibre), Sterling & Wilson, Larsen &
Toubro (solar projects), Gujarat Fluorochemicals Ltd. (fluorine/fluoride mining),
Onshore Construction, Varroc Lighting Systems, etc. There is also a growing presence
of Indian expats working with top multinational firms located in Morocco like Arcelor
Mittal, Unilever, and Ericsson.

6. USEFUL RESOURCES

(1) Website: www.indianembassyrabat.gov.in

(ii)  Twitter: @IndiaInMorocco

(iii)  Facebook: IndiaInMorocco (Embassy of India, Rabat)
(iv)  India in Morocco - Quarterly Magazine
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